
I can’t believe 2016 is already half way over! I always get a 
little twitchy come July 4th. To me, it signals another year 
flying by. Time really needs to slow down.  What hasn’t 
slowed down, however, is the Community Foundation staff 
and Board. 2016 may be half way through, but so much has 
already been accomplished:

•  Our annual audit kept the staff busy, and once again,  
 gold stars all around
•  We have our very own Facebook page, which is  
 continually updated by Suzanne Harrison,  
 board member
•  In April, we organized Essentials for Thriving Nonprofits, the first of two professional  
 development opportunities for the nonprofit sector
• Our Golf Tournament, in partnership with the Bank of the San Juans,  
 raised nearly $20,000
• The Community Concert series at the Secret Garden Concert is well underway,  
 benefitting 10 local nonprofits
• New this year, the 19th Hole Concert Series at the Pagosa Spring Golf Course benefits  
 six Archuleta County nonprofits. We have also begun to build an Archuleta Fund. 

We continue to facilitate granting opportunities in partnership with the Payroll Department 
and the Ballantine Family Fund. 
Remember, this is just the first half of 2016! I am happy to be part of an organization that 
financially boosts our local nonprofits, as well as promotes philanthropy in our five-county 
region.

The Community Foundation inspires hope, leadership and generosity in our community by 
bringing economic stability, professional development and collaboration to the nonprofit 
sector.

As a community facilitator, we work to increase efficiency, sustainability and success for 
our nonprofits as well as maximize effective grantmaking for philanthropist to make SW 
Colorado a better place to live.

How do we do this?

Elizabeth Bussian graduated from 
the University of Colorado-Boulder 
with a B.A. in French, then attended 
the Thunderbird School of Global 
Management, where she received a 
Masters of International Management.  
She has worked in Germany and for 
two global information management 
companies in Boulder.  After moving 
to Durango in 1999, she worked at the 
Durango Herald in advertising sales.  
For the last six years, she has been at 
Fort Lewis College as the Director of 
Community Relations.  She is excited to 
help the community flourish through 
skillful philanthropy.

Suzanne Harrison’s professional 
background is in sales and sales 
management, primarily in media, 
marketing and IT consulting.  She 
came to Durango four years ago 
and fell in love with the community.  
Work travel has kept her from being 
as involved in the community as she 
would like, which is why she is so 
excited about serving on the Board of 
the Community Foundation.  Harrison 
believes the Foundation is invaluable 
for identifying gaps to benefit 
community needs.  She is an avid skier, 
photographer, traveler and baker.

Paul McGurr is currently Interim 
Dean of the School of Business 
Administration at Fort Lewis College 
and is heavily involved with the 
reaccreditation process with the 
Association for the Advancement 
of Collegiate Schools of Business 
International.  Between 2004-2011 
he was an accounting professor and 
Assistant Dean at FLC and served 
as treasurer and board member of 
Region 9, the Economic Development 
District of Southwest Colorado.  As a 
leader he believes that you also need 
to have a leadership position in a 
community organization.

Bobby Duthie  has been practicing 
law in Colorado for over 30 years.  
After serving in the U.S. Navy, he 
received a B.A. in English Literature 
from University of Colorado and then 
a Masters in Business Administration. 
He received his J.D. in 1981 from 
University of Tulsa College of Law.  For 
most of his legal career, Duthie has 
specialized in insurance defense and 
criminal defense.  He is a member 
of the Colorado Bar Association, the 
Southwestern Colorado Bar Association 
and a U.S. District of Colorado Court 
Judicial Panel Attorney.  In his free 
time, Duthie and his wife, Lana, love to 
travel with friends and family.  

Jan Johnson has a B.A. in 
elementary education, served on the 
economic development committee as a 
business owner in Leadville and led a 
20-year career as a realtor in Summit 
County.  She has been a member 
of PEO, a women’s philanthropic 
organization, and served on the 
elementary school accountability 
committee in Pagosa Springs, CO 
where she now lives with her  
husband, Scott.  Johnson is looking 
forward to being an ambassador 
for the Community Foundation in 
Archuleta County. 

Debbie Wright’s  working career 
spanned 30 years with Delta Air Lines 
in reservation sales, airport operations 
and marketing. Since arriving in 
Durango, Debbie has served as a 
volunteer and board member for 
Durango Independent Film Festival 
and assisted in the grand opening of 
the Southern Ute Cultural Center and 
Museum. She is a founding member of 
New Face Productions,  
an independent organization of 
volunteers founded in 2011. She 
looks forward to bringing her event 
planning and marking experience to 
the Community Foundation. 

2016 Board Members
Executive Team
Molly Martin, President 
Philanthropist
June Russell, Vice President 
June M. Russell CPA Inc.
Elizabeth Bussian, Secretary 
Community Liason, FLC 
Allison Aichele, Treasurer 
County Treasurer 

General Membership
Kathleen Adams  
Community Volunteer
Richard G. Ballantine 
Ballantine Communications
Molly Martin 
Philanthropist
Bobby Duthie 
Duthie Savastano Brungard
Suzanne Harrison 
Convergency Marketing
Jan Johnson 
Community Volunteer
Paul McGurr  
School of Business Administration, FLC
Mike Smedley 
Assistant VP, Bank of the San Juans
Todd Starr 
Rose Walker Starr
Deb Wright  
Community Volunteer 

Non Board 
Committee Members
Bryan Dear, Payroll Department
Jonathon Donnaway,  
Investment Centers of America
Chuck Fredrick, Fredrick Zink & Assoc.
Dick Griffith
Mike Hudson, Nonprofit Consultant
Shirley Isgar, Blue Lake Ranch

Foundation Focus

Molly Martin, Board President
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New Leadership to Carry us Forward: Introducing our New Board Members Community Concerts in the Secret Garden
For the second year in a row, The Community Foundation is 
working hard to establish Community Concerts in the Secret Garden 
as both an innovative funding source for the nonprofit community 
as well as a successful summer event that can be eagerly anticipated 
each year.  

Ten La Plata nonprofits have been selected to benefit from the 2016 
series, which will take place in the Secret Garden at the Rochester 
Hotel.  The selected organizations are:

•Riverhouse Children’s Center

•Growing Partners of Southwest Colorado

•Spring Creek Horse Rescue

•Women’s Resource Center

•La Plata Youth Services 

•Durango Choral Society

•La Plata County Thrive! Living Wage Coalition

•Project Merry Christmas

•Friends of the Durango Public Library

•4 Corners Rainbow Youth Center

Community Concerts benefit the nonprofit community and promote 
Southwest Colorado’s music scene by featuring a different nonprofit 
and music talent on Wednesday evenings June 29 through August 
31. The cover charge is a $10 donation to support the organizations 
selected for the 2016 concert series.  At the end of the series, all 
proceeds will be pooled and distributed equally to the 10 featured 
nonprofits. Together, the nonprofits have been collaborating to help 
promote the series across Southwest Colorado in order to ensure a 
successful event.

The 2016 Community Concerts were made possible by these 
corporate sponsors: First National Bank of Durango, Parady 
Financial, Tito’s Handmade Vodka and Maria’s Bookshop.

19th Hole Concert Series 

The Community Foundation has partnered with the Pagosa 
Springs Golf Course this year to bring the model of a concert 
series benefitting local nonprofits to Archuleta County.  The 19th 
Hole Concert Series will take place on Thursday evenings July 7 
through August 11 at the Pagosa Springs Golf Club.  The cover 
charge will be a $10 donation to support the six nonprofits 
selected for the 2016 series.

The selected organizations are: 

•Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwest Colorado

•THRIVE 

•Geothermal Greenhouse Partnership

•Veterans Memorial Park of Archuleta County

•Foundation for Archuleta County Education

•Chimney Rock Interpretative Association 

“We are so excited to bring the Community Foundation 
and its impact to Archuleta County,” said Jan Johnson, 
board member of the Community Foundation serving 
Southwest Colorado. “Our partnership with the Pagosa 
Springs Golf Club will be a great way to maximize 
effective grantmaking in order to promote strong and 
sustainable nonprofits in our community.”

The 19th Hole Concert Series was made possible by 
these corporate sponsors: Pagosa Springs Medical 
Center, Scott Strategic Investments and Tito’s 
Handmade Vodka.

Lost Souls, a local bluegrass trio, playing at the Community Concerts kickoff event.  
In the photo from left to right: Marc Katz, Charlotte Overby and Don Cooke

Artist, Markus Hughes, will paint a picture to be auctioned 
off each week.  1/2 of the proceeds go to the Community 
Foundation’s Archuleta Fund. This week Jan & Scott Johnson 
bought the painting of Sly ... the resident fox who regularly 
steal golfer’s balls at the Pagosa Springs Golf Course.
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Bigs and Littles with Big Brothers Big Sisters meet at Miller Middle 
School for an afternoon study session. In the photo from left to right: 
Bella, Meg Vanesse (Nadia’s Big), Nadia, Andy, John Buting (Andy’s 
Big) and Anita Carpenter (Executive Director of Big Brothers Big Sisters)

Maximizing Philanthropic Endeavors
As a collaborator, we work with several philanthropists to design a giving strategy 
that fi ts their needs. This can be as simple as an introduction to nonprofi t staff or as 
complex as facilitating meetings, monitoring progress and setting up a multi-year gift 
strategy.

Because of our work as grant manager for the Ballantine Family Fund, we are able 
to keep our fi nger on the pulse of nonprofi t needs across the region. We use this 
knowledge to play matchmaker with nonprofi ts and philanthropists.

In addition, we send our Fundholders and friends our Cornerstone grant requests 
2-3 times a year to keep them informed of nonprofi ts’ needs in SW Colorado. We 
have seen this facilitate more giving and introduces our philanthropists to new 
nonprofi ts.

Professional development 
As an educator, we organize professional development for the nonprofi t sector. 
This year we put on Essentials for Thriving Nonprofi ts, a 1-day workshop that was 
attended by 88 nonprofi ts. The day was a mix of group lectures, small workshops on 
a variety of topics including marketing, development and fi nancial reporting and then 
we wrapped up the day with a local funder panel.  

This fall we are putting on a facilitated Board development 3-part series (September 
13, October 11 and November 8). Each session will focus on an essential part of 
being a stellar Board member including fi scal responsibility, strategic planning and 
board recruitment.

To round out professional development, we partnered with Community Resource 
Center to provide a strategic planning workshop in February and fi nancial literacy 
workshop in April. Just weeks before the fi nancial literacy workshop, the City 
required all nonprofi ts seeking funding to attend a fi nance training.  This enabled 
local nonprofi ts to immediately comply without travel expenses.  

Creating new local grant opportunities 
•10.4.2 Payroll Department Grant 
•Community Concert Series 

This is a competitive process but not cumbersome. The event logistics, including 
corporate sponsorship, are managed by the Community Foundation staff. In 2015 
each nonprofi t received at least $1,000. This year our 
goal is for each nonprofi t to make $1,500.

For more information about these grants, please see 
the “Grantmaking for Community Impact” article.

On a personal note, my oldest set of twins turned 
16 this summer.  In case anyone is looking to 
upgrade, we are looking for 
10-year old car with more than 80,000 miles that 
can reliably make it to Purgatory. 
Call me if you have a car looking for a good home, 
970.375.5807.

Briggen Wrinkle, Executive Director
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Impact Grants
The Community Foundation spent 2015 researching and 
developing a new Impact Grant opportunity and criteria.  Impact 
Grants are unsolicited grants intended to address special 
community needs that are not currently being met by other 
philanthropic sources.  Generally, they are considered one-
time grants that will have a unique impact.  So far in 2016, the 
Community Foundation has awarded $18,000 in Impact Grants to 
three separate organizations:

1. Loaves and Fishes of Archuleta County received a $4,000 Impact 
Grant to purchase a new upright freezer.  The Community 
Foundation worked with partner Bank of the San Juans to 
match the grant to help Loaves and Fishes purchase a second 
freezer. 

2. Sexual Assault Services Organization (SASO) received a $6,000 
Impact Grant.  The grant will directly support advocacy 
services for victims of sexual assault in the community and 
provide prevention education programs to students in the 
community’s school districts. 

3. Last year, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwest Colorado 
experienced unexpected expenses related to transitioning to 
a new executive director, hiring staff and introducing a new 
event that promises to be a great fundraiser, however, did 
not meet 2015 fundraising goals. The organization received 
an $8,000 Impact Grant to solidify the organization moving 
forward.

Grantmaking for Community Impact...

Dates to Remember

10.4.2 Grant
The Payroll Department announced Trails 2000 and Alternative 
Horizons as this year’s grant recipients for the 10.4.2 grant.  

Trails 2000, a volunteer driven, membership organization founded in 
1989, helps plan, build and maintain local trails.  

Alternative Horizons provides direct support services to survivors of 
domestic violence and their children.  The organization will use the 
10.4.2 grant to support their Bridges of Hope Legal Project.

A funding source launched in 2015 for the nonprofi t sector 
in La Plata County, the 10.4.2 is a grant up to $10,000 for two 
organizations that support efforts in education, environment and 
human services.  New this year, the grant requires a match of 100% 
of funds awarded.  Both organizations will launch local fundraising 
efforts immediately and have until October 4, 2016 to raise the 
matching funds.

“Our 2015 grant recipients were able to more than meet the 
50% match requirement last year,” said Bryan Dear, Founder and 
President of the Payroll Department. “By requiring a dollar-to-dollar 
match, we will double the impact of awarded funds and motivate 
nonprofi ts to seek new funding sources in order to develop long-term 
relationships.” 

The 2015 grant recipients of the 10.4.2 are The Garden Project of 
Southwest Colorado and Community Emergency Assistance Coalition 
(CEAC).  

Planned Giving Q&A
Q What is Planned Giving?
A Charitable giving includes a fairly wide range of options, from the 
decision to make a $10 gift to creating a trust for including a bequest in 
a will. Gifts that require more thought, decision-making and guidance of 
professionals also require more planning.

Q What if I want to leave a bequest but don’t know how much I will have to leave 
to an organization?
A One perceived stumbling block of planned giving is that a donor must 
choose a specifi c amount to give (through a will, for example). This is not 
necessary. A percentage that is reasonable for the donor can be chosen and 
even changed during one’s lifetime.

Q Are planned gifts complicated?
A The majority of planned gifts are very simple to set up. Bequests and 
benefi ciary designations on insurance policies or retirement plans 
are among the least complicated. Gift annuities are completed with 
minimal time and paperwork.  Charitable trusts and other more complex 
charitable gift instruments can be completed with the help of competent 
professionals.

Q Must I be wealthy to make a planned gift?
A Planned gift donors include people of all income levels and lifestyles.  
Every gift counts!

Q Who is available to help in the process?
A Charitable giving, fi nancial planning and legal professionals are some of 
your best resources to answer questions and serve as guides.

Q What is the most common type of planned gift?
A By far the most common form of a planned gift is a simple bequest in 
a person’s will. In fact, bequests account for 85% of all planned gifts.  
Charitable gift annuities, benefi ciary designations, trusts and other types of 
gifts make up the other 15%.

If you have further questions about planned giving, please contact the 
Community Foundation serving SW Colorado at 970.375.5807 or email 
director@swcommunityfoundation.org.

       Like Us On Facebook! 
Meeting for lunch at Loaves and Fishes of Archuleta 
County.  In the photo from left to right: Briggen Wrinkle, 
Jan Johnson and Gwen Bartley (Vice President of the Board 
of Directors of Loaves and Fishes).

Community Concerts every Wednesday evening, 
June 29 to August 31 at the Secret Garden from 
5-7:30 p.m. See insert for music talent and 
nonprofi ts benefi ting from this concert series.

19th Hole Concerts every Thursday evening , July 
7 to August 11 at the Pagosa Springs Golf Course 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. See insert for music talent 
and nonprofi ts benefi ting from this concert series.

September 8
Community Taste, our annual dinner celebrating 
local chefs at Blue Lake Ranch, from 5:30-8:30 
p.m.  The evening includes dinner, drinks and 
music (plus two-step lessons) by Tim Sullivan. 
Tickets are $70 and available for purchase at www.
swcommunityfoundation.org. 

September 14 
Board Training (1 of 3) from 4-6 p.m.  

October 12
Board Training (2 of 3) from 4-6 p.m. 

November 9 
Board Training (3 of 3) from 4-6 p.m.

The IRA Charitable Rollover 
is permanent!
How can you benefi t? 
Are you looking for an easy way to 
help the causes you care the most 
about?
Congress has extended the IRA charitable rollover 
and has made it permanent. If you are 70 ½ 
years or older, you can make a gift from your 
IRA account to help support the work of the 
Community Foundation serving SW Colorado, 
or your favorite charity, and benefi t. Gifts made 
from your IRA (up to $100,000 per year) are not 
reportable as taxable income. Also, they qualify 
for your required minimum distribution (RMD), 
which can lower your income and taxes.

To learn more about the benefi ts of making an 
IRA charitable rollover gift, please contact the 
Community Foundation at 970.375.5807.
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