
The summer season is now in full swing. The river is running, wildflowers are blooming in 
the high country, and those who are not lucky enough to live in SW Colorado are beginning 
to visit. When I see visitors walking down our Main Street enjoying what our town has to 
offer, I always feel a little more grateful that I get to call SW Colorado home.

Besides the incredible beauty of this place, the area seems to attract a certain kind of spirit: 
people who truly care about where they live.  We come from all over the country, but we 
choose to live here.  

Many of us want to make a difference, in any small way we can.  The Community 
Foundation serving SW Colorado facilitates this in so many ways.

One of the more exciting endeavors by the 
Community Foundation is the kick off of an annual 
speaker series called Making A Difference. Every 
year, we will bring dynamic individuals from all 
walks of life to help inspire each and every one of 
you to make a difference – large or small – in our 
community.

The Foundation is here to help empower your 
passion for philanthropy. Let us know how we can 
help you invest in our community.

In gratitude,

As you can see in the right-hand corner of this newsletter, our logo is a pinwheel. Just like a 
pinwheel, the Community Foundation needs an independent energy source to make things 
happen.  We need you to “Power our Philanthropy”.

In 2016, the Community Foundation serving Southwest Colorado infused $1.44 million into 
Southwest Colorado’s nonprofit community. We want to do more! Partner with us to impact 
our community.
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Making A Difference – Every Day

You Power Our Philanthropy 

Community Concerts Series 
In just three years, the Community Concerts Series has become 
a staple summer activity for the Durango community.  Set in the 
Secret Garden at the Rochester Hotel, Community Concerts benefits 
local nonprofits and promotes Southwest Colorado’s music scene 
on Wednesday evenings June 28 through August 30. The cover 
charge is a $10 donation to support the nonprofits selected for the 
series.  At the end of the series, all proceeds will be pooled and 
distributed equally to the 10 featured nonprofits. 

The selected organizations this year are:
• Durango Nature Studies
• La Plata Open Space Conservancy
• Know Your Dough
• Garden Project of Southwest Colorado
• Stillwater Music
• Durango High School Troupe 1096
• San Juan Symphony
• Durango Adult Education Center
• Lisa Parker’s Puppies
• Compañeros: Four Corners Immigrant Resource Center 

In 2016, $1,500 was awarded to each nonprofit, a 50% increase 
over what recipients received in 2015. 

The 2017 Community Concerts have been made possible by these 
corporate sponsors: Bank of the San Juans, Parady Financial, and 
Tito’s Handmade Vodka.

19th Hole Concerts
For the second year in a row, the Community Foundation is 
working hard to establish the 19th Hole Concerts at the Pagosa 
Springs Golf Club as both an innovative funding source for the 
nonprofit community as well as a successful summer event that 
can be eagerly anticipated each year. 

 The 19th Hole Concerts will take place on Thursday evenings 
June 15 through July 20 at the Pagosa Springs Golf Club.  The 
cover charge is a $10 donation to support the six nonprofits 
selected for the 2017 series.

The selected organizations are:

• Rise Above Violence
• Justice Ministries 
• Pagosa Nordic Ski Club
• Audubon Rockies
• Loaves and Fishes of Archuleta County
• Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta County 

In 2016, the 19th Hole Concerts’ inaugural year, $750 was 
awarded to each of that year’s six organizations.  This year, the 
Archuleta Committee of the Community Foundation anticipates 
seeing attendance increase and aims to raise $1,000 for each 
nonprofit.  The nonprofits are collaborating to promote and 
generate attendance at each concert through a variety of 
marketing tasks.  

The 19th Hole Concerts has been made possible by these 
corporate sponsors: Galles Properties, First Southwest Bank, and 
Tito’s Handmade Vodka. 

 crowd enjoys an evening of music provided by The Lost Souls
while supporting local nonprofits during the 2016 Community
Concerts Series.

Representatives from the six nonprofits that benefited from the 
2016 19th Hole Concerts met with members of the Community 
Foundation’s Archuleta Committee to receive their checks and 
discuss the overall success of the series.
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Planned Giving – Wills & Bequests
What Are the Benefits of Making a Gift (Bequest) to the 
Community Foundation through Your Will or Trust? 
Making a gift to the Community Foundation through your will or living trust 
gives you the immediate satisfaction of creating a lasting and personal legacy 
that supports SW Colorado’s future and costs nothing now. 

A bequest is flexible. You can use a wide range of assets to make your gift and 
create a highly personalized plan. Your assets remain in your control. You can 
modify your bequest if your situation changes. 

For donors who are subject to estate tax, a charitable bequest could reduce 
the amount of estate tax paid. In addition, some assets, such as retirement ac-
counts, are heavily taxed when left to heirs and may also trigger an estate tax. 
A charitable gift, funded with these assets, bypasses taxation and gives your 
legacy maximum impact.

How Does a Bequest Work? 
For many donors, the easiest way to make a significant gift to the Community 
Foundation is through their will or living trust: 

• Simply name the Community Foundation as a beneficiary in your estate 
documents and direct your gift to any program or department, either to be 
used outright or to create an endowed fund that will last for generations. 
Alternatively, you may allow your gift to be used at the discretion of the 
Community Foundation to support the area of greatest need. 

• Create an addition (codicil) to your existing will or an amendment to 
your revocable trust. 

• Choose to give a specific sum or a percentage of your estate in support of 
a university. 

• You can also give what remains in your estate after other distributions 
have been made. 

• Additionally, you can give specific assets, including securities, real estate 
(such as a residence or office building), or personal property (such as 
artwork, antiques, royalties, copyrights, etc.). 

• Name the Community Foundation as a retirement plan beneficiary. To do 
so, you need to contact your retirement plan administrator and complete 
the necessary beneficiary designation forms. 

• Name the Community Foundation as the beneficiary of your life insurance 
policy. Contact your policy’s administrator so that you can complete the 
beneficiary designation form.

Dates to Remember
June 28-August 30 | 5:00-7:00 p.m. |  Secret 
Garden at the Rochester Hotel  
Community Concert Series on Wednesday evening to 
benefit 10 nonprofits and highlight our local music talent. 
$10 cover. 

June 15-July 20 | 5:30-7:30 p.m. | Pagosa Spring 
Golf Club  
19th Hole Concerts on Thursday evening at the Pagosa 
Springs Golf Club to benefit 6 nonprofits and highlight our 
local music talent. $10 cover. 

Jul 26-27 
Rural Philanthropy Days Strategy meetings, a statewide 
program that brings skill building, collaboration, and 
funding opportunities to nonprofit organizations through 
a regional conference held once every 4 years.

Wednesday July 26 | 1-3 p.m. | Pagosa Springs | Ross 
Aragon Community Center

Thursday, July 27 | 9-11 a.m. | Durango | Durango 
Public Library

Thursday, July 27 | 2-4 p.m. | Cortez | Cortez Public 
Library

September 21 
Community Taste, our annual dinner celebrating local 
chefs using local foods at Blue Lake Ranch’s Ridgeway 
Center from 5:30-8:30 p.m.  The evening includes dinner, 
drinks, and music by Tim Sullivan (Please note: there 
is no silent auction).  Tickets are $70 and available for 
purchase at www.SWCommunityFoundation.org. 

October 4 
Making a Difference Speaker Series featuring Nicolas 
Kristof, columnist for the New York Times and two-
time Pulitzer Prize winner will speak to the community 
about transforming lives and creating opportunities for 
philanthropy.

October 10 & 24 and November 7 
Board Training on Tuesday evenings from 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
This intensive 3-part series focuses on nonprofit  board 
best practices. Priority is given to board members.  All 
sessions will be at the First National Bank of Durango in 
the Community Room.

December 4, 2017 
Colorado Gives Day, a statewide online Giving Day.

www.SWCommunityFoundation.org



Board members Jan Johnson and Todd Starr presented an Impact 
Grant to Sally High, Executive Director of the Geothermal Greenhouse 
Partnership, at the organization’s education dome.

We are here to …

• Match philanthropist’s passions with nonprofits that are 
doing work to enact change.

• Invest your philanthropic dollars for now or the future – 
or both!  We can help you automate your giving or manage 
an ever-changing giving strategy to meet the ever-changing 
needs of our community.

• Support our nonprofit community so that our 
philanthropists feel confident about providing support to 
solid, high-functioning organizations.

• Educate the community about the complex issues affecting 
our community and who is doing the work to make our 
community a better place.

This year we continue to provide a robust professional 
development program for our nonprofit community, 
including…

• A 3-part development training from Community Resource 
Center 

• A 1-day workshop on best practices from the Colorado 
Nonprofit Association

• A 1-day financial literacy class featuring a Boettcher 
Foundation grantmaker and local expertise

• A Lunch and Learn focused on Advocacy Do’s and Don’ts

• Colorado Gives workshops and assistance to increase 
participation and giving on Colorado Gives Day,  12.5.17

• Building the leadership team to plan the 2018 Rural 
Philanthropy Days event

• A Board Training Series on October 10 & 24 and 
November 7

Briggen Wrinkle, 
Executive Director
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Impact Grants 

For the second year in a row, the Community Foundation ended 
the year in a financial position to award $20,000 in Impact Grants 
to the nonprofit community in Southwest Colorado. 

Impact Grants are unsolicited grants intended to address special 
community needs that are not currently being met by other 
philanthropic sources.  

La Plata County
• Mountain Studies Institute received $3,500 to provide 
scholarships to students who want to participate in the 
Experience Mountain Science Program.

• iAM Music received $3,500 to purchase musical equipment 
for their music and mentorship program at the DeNier Youth 
Services Center.  

• Dogster’s Spay & Neuter Program received $3,000 to 
assist local families in need of affordable spay/neuter services 
for their pets.

• Durango High School Student Council received $3,000 
to help fund student-planned activities, including homecoming, 
prom and graduation.

• Durango High School After Prom Association received 
$1,000 to provide a fun event immediately following prom, 
keeping DHS students and the community safe on a potentially 
dangerous night.

Board Tackles Grant Making 
Impactful Giving Takes Thoughtful Consideration

Archuleta County
• Geothermal Greenhouse Partnership received $3,000 to 
support costs associated with hosting Lifelong Learning workshops 
and holding their annual Environmental Film Festival.

• Kickin’ It During Summer Youth Program received a 
$3,000 Impact Grant for supplies, field trips, and snacks for their 
summer childcare program.  

10.4.2 Payroll Department Grant
The Payroll Department announced Bear Smart Durango and CASA of 
the Southwest as this year’s grant recipients for the 10.4.2 grant.  

Bear Smart Durango works to foster a better understanding and 
appreciation of black bears, preserve the well-being of bears by 
reducing human foods that attract and create “problem” bears in the 
first place, and reduce human-bear conflict in the community.

CASA of the Southwest serves children who have suffered abuse or 
neglect and are in the foster care system through no fault of their 
own.  CASA relies on highly trained citizen-volunteers to advocate for 
the children’s best interests during the court process.

A funding source launched in 2015 for the nonprofit sector in La 
Plata County, the 10.4.2 is a grant of $10,000 for two organizations.  
The grant requires a match of 100% of funds awarded. Both 
organizations will launch local fundraising efforts immediately and 
have until October 4, 2017 to raise the matching funds.

“We received many deserving applications and selecting 
the final two grantees was a difficult decision,” said Eric 
Malone of the Payroll Department. “We believe we will make a 
strong impact for these two worthwhile causes.”

Kirk Komick, Diane Wildfang and Briggen Wrinkle 
take a moment to celebrate the success of the 
Community Concerts.
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Anne Finney has lived in Colorado for 57 years and in 
Durango for 30 years.  After graduating from the University of 
Colorado-Boulder with a degree in Environmental Conservation, 
she worked in Denver for five years as an engineering tech 
and Cartographer in the Oil and Gas Industry.  Three years 
after she and her family moved to Durango, their first son was 
born.  She started working with her husband, Mike, in their 
Oil and Gas Consulting business.  She has had many different 
roles over 26 years.  However, this gave her the flexibility to stay 
at home with their two sons, Cory and Jamie, volunteer in the 
community, contribute financially to the family, and learn the 
family business.  She volunteered for the Children’s Museum from 
1996 to 2001, serving as a founding board member in several 
executive positions and as a grant writer.  She is excited to be a 
representative for the Community Foundation.  She looks forward 
to understanding the needs of this community and being able to 
help with philanthropic support of local nonprofits.

Michael French is the Executive Vice President of 
Operations for John Foley Inc., a Leadership Development and 
Public Speaking organization. Mike works with a couple of 
former Blue Angel pilots to help deliver a leadership framework 
to Fortune 1000 clients internationally. Mike is the former CMO 
of a multibillion dollar IT firm in the US. He was the founder and 
principal of his own IT integration company and has been part 
of several successful mergers and acquisitions both public and 
private. Mike was a founding member of the nonprofit Norawas 
de Rarumari and started the Young Leaders Society for the Central 
New Mexico United Way. Mike serves on the Foundation because 
he believes that the strength of the community is based on its 
service to those in need.

Jack Morrison started his career as a public schoolteacher 
in West Hartford, Connecticut and has spent time as an adjunct 
professor teaching MBA classes at several universities.  He spent 
15 years as a college and high school basketball referee and 
15 years working on the National Ski Patrol in New Hampshire, 
Vermont, and Massachusetts.  Much of his life has been spent in 
the golf business.  He has a Ph.D. in Behavioral Psychology and 
was employed for a few years as a Marriage and Family Therapist.  
Putting his teaching and management experience together, he 
became the Corporate Director of Training for Waverly Press.  He 
founded his consulting and training company and spends most of 
his time as an executive leadership coach and interpersonal skills 
trainer. He is now a PSIA professional ski instructor and teaches 
part-time at Purgatory.  As a member of the Durango community, 
he has served on several boards.  He is the past President of the 
Women’s Resources Center Board of Directors and President of 
the Hillcrest Golf Course Board of Directors.

New Leadership Brings New StrategiesNew this year is our Making a Difference Speaker Series.  
We are committed to bring nationally known speakers to 
Durango to inspire philanthropy in our community. Our 
inaugural event is Wednesday, October 4, 2017. We 
are excited to bring Nicholas Kristof, New York Times 
columnist and two-time Pulitzer Prize winner to the Fort Lewis 
Community Concert Hall. His talk focuses themes from his 
most recent book, “A Path Appears”. Tickets are selling fast!  
There are less than 100 tickets still available and we only have 
seven $1,000 Spark Sponsorships left. Call the Community 
Foundation for details.

This summer, the Community 
Foundation board will be recruiting 
three new Board members.  We 
are looking for experienced Board 
members that are connected in 
the community, eager to make a 
difference, and ready to roll up their 
sleeves to get the job done. If you are 
interested, please reach out to one of 
our current Board members to learn 
more.

Lastly, if you come to the Community  
Concerts or 19th Hole Concerts this  
summer, pick up a bottle of bubbles.  
I encourage you to do an experiment. Blow some bubbles.  
Does it lift your spirits? Remind you of the simple things in life? 
Help you remember that life is a delicate balance? We hope 
it will inspire you to act now. Give back with your heart. The 
Community Foundation can help.

Best,
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